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Dear Ms. Duncan:

I am writing on behalf of respondent They Work For Us, Inc. CTWFIT) to respond to
the complaint (ToBmliinf1) filed with the Quiunissim by 1^ Sherwood on January 29,2008.
TwTU respectfully submits that the (^rnrrriipiion should find no reason to beKeve that TWFU
violated the Act

At the outset, we would point out that this complaint was an election pkry by Rep. Albert
Wynn two weeks before the February 12,2008 pimaiy election m the Fourth Congressional

and, the day that it was filed, Rep. Wynn initiated a ccflifereiicecaU with reporters asserting
icspoimbilily for the complaint and claiming pat there was "a vast, dan I say. Knowing
cc*is]riiacy designed to tircumvent the cam Rosalind Heldennan.4*Wynn
Rles Campaign Complaint." The Washington Post, pg. B6. Januaiy 30,2008. Attachment A.
Pep. WyiHi** Bainpipi Mefcrffta •!«« ffc^Htac • iMMtp̂ i- «rA.l> n|flrit tin, fî mpj

As with iniiny fmiplinnlii filiHi i"in* fhff ComniiiBtoiit thfl Cftrnpliiiit evidently
achieved an immediate political goal.

Now,ho«mwlllieCoiiiplsirt Its gravamen is that
"[b]ased on [Ms. Sherwood's] exanunstioo of various recc^ awl documents [Ms. Sherwo^
believe[s] die Donna Edwards fiv Congress Committee ('Edwards Campaign') has received

rganrfitiont who [sic]
i
The

Complaint does not cite any specific provision off the Federal Election Campaign Act ("the Act")

profentohavecferEtedindependentiyoftheEdwarosC^a^gn.'* Complaint, pg. 1. The
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ortheCommissiOT'sregulatkttsdiatTWFU-or.ftt
allegedly violated. BittitippeiHtfamlht1*"pMciaiplli§CoB>lfMt>r*atMa.gii«MMnA«li«ge«
mat in-kiwlccatoViticM resulted nroccor^^
entities of the toner's public communkitiona. allegations thar implicate 2 U.S.C § 441a(a)(7)(B)
and (Q ni 11 C JJL Sfi 109J1 and 10922.

Although the Complaint makes mmtrous general conclusory allegation* of
," "«"*qp *** fr •eturiiy MM* «iy faet ar anaA any

doeumeot that indicates that TWFU (or any other nained entity or indrviduaO or the Edwards
atlMi JiJ m^*^L*mm*mm 4>L^A ««jk«ft«A£dBBAi^^ ja«bJMHilSMBM0ljBBk *ufmm*mm •M«ltti«* i«M>MBHMM«flHMal£jiBB JMPuiy «IH uyuuu( HUB COURHUKB vOOTfliMiiwn en Roy puoiic wpiiuiiMiiiviiftrii or

M oAer activity undertake by TWFU (or uryoneXvdtirin^
w Cnmtnitrion'i regulations. Thus, with respect to TWFU, the Cono;Uintb«kUy asserts that
«o TWFU "faai became a conduit tor campaign contrilnttums to the Edwards Campaign arid t
w vehicle to openly engage in campaign activities designed, intended and directed to oppose her
™ opponent Albert Wvm." Complaint 112, and thai "[a]sB<>ard Members of THEY WORK FOR
^ US Donna Edwards and Anna Burger have eflectivery coordinated efflbrts of iiusY WORK
^ FOR US in die purchase of radio and television access for (he express purpose of pmnoting the
O candidacy of Donna Edwards." Complaint 1 14.
0>
f\l IkT^^fe Jh^ltt* «MI^^ 4^ft^k^^» ^II^M^Ma^fi^^^A •^^^••^^^k^^^B^kJ t^«« A^Hmf ^^^ka^l t^^A^ ^K^ ^IflBflBBVH^K^^Mata cL^^*

DV •UUf HBDIaU mCU Vtt UOvUaiDGDIlBi IDlBy v

ato simply false. The attached Declaration H)ed. of Steven Rosenthal.TWF^
tlfltailt fl*it OTippiBH'T fff TiftnPT "^fH/i'Timng MB RtiTafiif iBvolvaiiifm with i wru and
specifically and corapktelyiebuU any poisibk allegation of «)oro^

As Mr. Rosanthal relates, TWPU is a District of (^hnnbia non-profit corporation and a
tax-exempt social wdJ6ae organiTalinn under § 501(cX4) of fte Internal Revenue Code. Its
primary purpose is to promote national public imlkies and legislasm that reflect a pxogjessrve
populist agenda on economics and related issues. TWFU pursues this goal in part by promoting
public awareness and dianntinn of the voting and other official conduct of Members of
Congress, DecL12. TheTWFUBcwdisconiprisedoffhwDixtcto^uidudingMr.
RosenthaL Dacl.f3.

Ms, Edwards also served as a TWFU Director from December 8,2006 to August 6,2007,
when she look a leave of absence from that position. Deci.f 3 and Exhibit 1. That leave of
absence itmains in efiect today. DecL^3. Ms. Edwarfs'paiticipatioom TWFU was very
limhed. She p^dpatedm TWFU Board iiieetiiigS(fflDe(»mber 8,2(X)6 and Feoraar^
Much 22,2007. and in a meeting of TWFU personnel and allied individuals on February 20,
2007. Since March 22,2007-exactly one year ago-Ms Edwards has not participated in any
TWFU Board meeting or other TWPU meeting. DeeL^4.

IB late April 2007. Mr. Rosenthal leaned that Ms. Edwards intnided to become a
candidate in me February 200S Democratic Parly prinu^mMDO>4()pi>osingRep. Wynn.
Sho^ afterward, Mr. Rosenthal hadatdepbcmeconver^^
Aaytgreed that Ms. Edwards would recuse herself fiom any TWFU Board discussions and other

t pertained in any manner to Rep. Wyna or MD CD-4. Mr.
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RoMBtbal end ML Edwards mutually acfauwrtedged that thiiiecund was the most prudent
approach in older to ensure that TWFU would not undertake my activities tat could be deemed
to be coordinated with Mi. Edwards or her campaign committee undw the applicable

J^CCL • 5«

Shortly thereafter, on May 1, Mr. Rosentfaal and Ms. Edwards had tiwr only meeting
•bout die substance of her candidacy, and they discussed only what fimdraising and other
poUtical services provtten Ms. Edwards might connderr^ Mr.
Rofenthal was familiar with the political sendees industry from his more than 20 yean of
experience in political mid campaign positions for labOT. political and pofoioal consulting
organizations. Mr. Itosafhtl and Ma. Edwards did not dfoun
activWes or needs of Ms. EdwardY campaigners they
next TWFU Bc«d ineeting.cn May 21, m which Mi. Edwards <toliu)tparti^
Rosentnal informed the TWFU Board about Ms. Edwar^^
recutedhcnelfihui any TWFU diicussw DecL17.

On July 27, Mr. Rosenthalmet briefly with Ms. Ed wi^m order to suggest that, in light
of tht raruirCTntntit of her campaign and the nmtiial inttrttt of htr campaign and rwru tft i"ow
even me appearance of eooidmation, she nun a leave of absence from the TWTO Kb.
Edwards ag^ to o^ so, and M<)wed up with a letter to that eflfect on August 6. Oeel,fSand
Exhibit 1.

Since Jury 27, Ms. Edwards has bed no involvement whatsoever in TWFU, and Mr.
Rosenmal beUeves the seme is true for the preceding period since the March 22 TWFU Board
meeting. Indeed. TWFU hubettKnpulou about m
campaign. From May 1 to the February 12, 20WMDaMpriniaryele<rt^
not have any conversation or oner ffrnriniBHiicatifln win Ms. Edwards or any representative of
her campaign conceniing either her campaign, Mr. Wynn or MDCT>4. Nor since Mr. Rosentfaal
learned of Ms. Edwards' candidacy hi late April did he evtr either receive any request or
suggestion from Ms. Edwards or any leptesentativcofbjercwnpaigncaicerninganyTWFU
public communication or other TWFU activity of any kind i>ertaining to her campaign. Rep.
Wjmn or MD O>4; make any suggestion coo^niing such TWFU conduct to Ms. Edwards or
any reprnMrtalive of her campaign; receive any assent from Ms. Edwards or any representitive
of her campaign concerning any such TWFU cc^uctjmfbim Ms. Edwards « her campaign of
any inch TWFU conduct; or receive any iwn-iwblknifonnaikmfemi Ms. Edward or airy
representative of her campaign about any aspect of her canijiaign (other than, on May 1, the
campaign's need to hire political services providers, if that mfbniumVn in fiut was not then
public). Ded.^9. IAewise,siw» Mr. Rosenthal learned of Ms. Edwards' can^dac^
oo oner person who was either employed or irtained by or otherwuw acting on behalf of TWFU
bed any such contacts with Ms. Edwards or airy representative of her canmaign as lar as TWFU
recoidsrerlect or Mr. Rosenn^w TWFU staff can recaUm are aw^ Declf 9. Nor has
TWFU contributed otherwise to the Edwards cainpaign:h has provided m) money, goods,
services or any other thmg of value. DeeLllO.

m sum, then omtrary to the imsupported allegation of tto
nrithernxmetaiynOT'ln-Jdndcoiitrflratio^
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Rather, both TWFU and die Edwards campaign took deUberate steps to ensure that
regaidleas of wfattTWFU or the Edwttdi campaign did, they would act
of the other.1 Meed, the Coniplamtasacrtt taut dttaiMtprovte
TWFU even acted wftfc offer organtiattorut let alone with the Edwards campaign; and, of

Accoidingly. such "ftcts" as are alleged simply fail to "describe a violation of a fUMe or a
regulation w>itoch the Oamnissto 11 CJ.R. 1 111.4(dX3), wfthreipectto
TWFU.

•IW ro^^^^ w««y fi«H 'MMfM. hi h>li>»>» ««ly if. romplftjnt •«*« fi*A •»flBeigiit

specific ftcts, wnich, if proven troc, would comtitute a violation of the FECA"; "mere
speculation ... will not be accepted a twe"! and, *Vvntty speculative charges, etpedaUywdieD
accompanied by a direct refutation, do not fbna an adeojiate basis to find reason to believe that a
violation of FECA ho occurred- MUR496X) (Hillary Rodham Clinton fer U.S. Senate
Expl<oatotyC<)mmitteeX Statement of Reasons 1,2. 3 (Dec. 21. 2000^ SnoboMURSUl
(James P. Moran, Jr.), Statement of Reasons 2 (March 1 1. 2002).

Hlfg** "° tpffiifiig factt tft dfiniffnttialff ^i^T^R^ ••ttffiH **?•
duct standards of 1 1 CFJL 5 IOA21 , or that TWFU macto any other in-kind or other

eoatnbudon to the Edwards campaign, and Mr. RoaeaflBd'sdedanlioadhvedyreflileiflK
ivf ^l^imf *^*a> inch COOP̂ T*"**"̂  ftMurfcd. P»»**«"i*»iy in

oooidinatioii allegations, which, if pursued to investigatioii, could involve utnisive discovery
into eon Fust Amendment associations! taMty.setgimndfyAFL-OOv.FtderalEltctum

oelieveuntetrjesetircumstances. &«gt««ra^MURs 5584,5585 (Unknown Respondents
and ITC Research), First General Counsel's Report 11-12 (Jan. 26,2006).

Accordingly, the Communion should find no reason to beKeve that TWFU has violated
die Act or the Coninussion*s xegulBdoju.

LaurenceEGold
Counsel for They Work For Us, Inc.

cc: Steven Rosenthal
They Work For Us. Inc.

1 The
ift TWFU. »hkhd^ C

H-aO,32md33.
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wmlaigtunposlcom
Wynn Files Campaign
Complaint
Incumbent Accuses Edwards of Violating Fiance
Urn

Wesntsdty, Jw*y 30, 2001; B06

The campaign of U.S. Rep, Albert R. Wynn (D-Mfl.)
filedaeDBvJdirtyeeterdBywtfafheFedendEleetion

oppocctthaafllegellycooriinBedhero«mpflign

EVERY ATM IS FREE
WITH A USAA
CHECKING ACCOUNT.

» SIGN UP TODAY

us/Syj
•___ JttigUMgM lllflff sllift ItiititJUflrtiilv VMIeMltafl MM

last^nimdie
incumbent

Wyn
Geofeefi County lawyer Donnt P. Edwaidg of
coUnfiBBj wnh A emu UBMQUL ox peopu to efiect
the outcome of the Feb. 12 election. • doidy fought
metch fa Metviend'i 4tfa Coneicspopel Diitrid flet

"Then eeeme ID be e vert, den I say, left-wing

taws," he nod in i oonfotnoe cell wifli reporter*, "I
flank the main thing is. the public aeedi to know this is not t
hat tried to portray."

Edweide. who came within three percentage poin

vitfa a halo over bar head, uihe

In a Edward called the o<>niplaint't desperate llthbom at^^

for - worker1! rights, affordable housing, protecting women's right to choose, the exn -have
decided that they went to fire him and ate supporting me oecause they know I stand witb them and

tame, cftndidattt for federal office cannot coordinate mekf efforts withAccording to campaign

WyittVs complaint, filed by ****|»"*y points and 126 pages of

3/21/20081101 AM
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documentation. Among bis allegations are that Edwirds is Ijemg supported by two groups on whose
boszd of directors she hss served,

EdwsidsisainemberoftheboszdoftbeUagoeofConservit^
laJsoafinndiiigi

Wok For Us. amqpnfit group otisidKd list year to tsigetDc
stayed from the party's con values. They Wo* P» Us icccody bought ndio ads attacking Wyxm.

Youn seeing tte sunc people, the cnssfOUiBsnon ox bonds of Ouocton, tho ssmo •cton. We tfauik
thafs csolhuion," Wynnssid, ^ doesn't tike i tot to connect those dots."

Leaders of both groups sdd that Edwards took letves of absences to run for oflfice sad has hsd no role

"ThhcntnpUrirtistbiieleii
" "" " " voting for

bill," said Gene Kazpinski. president of the Uague of Conservstion Voters.

Sieve Rosenthal, president of They Work for U». said Ed wards took a leave from his group Aug. 7
and has hid no rate since then. He called the complete "utterly ridiculous."

fTtttll ««M«»fl • !*•«* *fmh»f*t*» t» uMijmyi VAmmvA* "̂ "̂ f «ff ^y»*«Hiii« Al^ftft 1tf 4*lff AlTl

^ ^^^^^^IVB^H^PB^P ^v -» ™^—^^^^^^—^"^^ ^V^IVWV^^V^^B ^pH^p^^v^^^V**» '̂V« •̂•••w V* ~ W^P^W Mp^lBMBV W^ V^^THV^P^I^IV^ ^VWB^^V^I^p* W ̂ pi^^

also says that bond members, employees sad polm^^actioa committees associated v4oi groups mat
have received grants ftom Axcahcve cndotsed sad funded Bdwards'sefiEbrt

It is not die first time that Wymi has raised the issue of AIM grants, aid Edwazo^rttt repeatedly said
there it nothing improper about receiving support femilikennindri

• •

The Wymicomplairtsliiosho^TOthstoMtndqK^rrtf group that has d^
r. During her 2006 effort,

EdwszoVs campaign paid a Baltimore company for getKJUt^he^rotevAxk thai huoa to the address.

Th0 complaint is an attempt by wynn to oouBflvsaeltobyEdws^topsittmnasbsiioldeQtD
corporate interests .It was filed just before t new round ofIUSIMX report are to be made public.

to the conterence call, Wynn said he decided to fik the complaint now, knowing thai the fi£
probabryvAm^actonitiintUaftertb^imma^.tosho^

Tg iQW m vQOUDlCflED ^^UK Bln^w DBfl^k DOSIBfl ADODEE ̂ DU fl^UdfiL
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BEFORE THE
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

MATTER UNDER REVIEW S970

STEVEN ROSENTHAL

1. IimtbePresidemofTTieyWorkForU«,lnc.(MTWFU^tnd»memberofit8Bo«rf
of Directm(^ TWFU Board"). I have held these positions since December 8, 2006, the date
of die fiistorganiziriond meeting of the TWFUBo«nL As President, I have overseen the day-
to-day operation! of TWFU since that date.

2. ITU it a District of Offlumhia mm-profr *v*pQnti\«n v* * lax-mmmpt tHal
welftre organization under §501(cX4) of the Imeraal Revenue Code. Its primary purpose is to
promote national public policies and legislatioa that reflect a progressive populist agenda on
eronomict and related issues. TWFU puwei this goal in pan by pran^^
•sV^fl ^&ssttUUliOU ̂ im IDC ^rOtlDisT BDkl flVDObT OQSiCEaU GOOiflQlCC Oi BUGDlDttii Qfm ̂ ^QIslBDUSa

3. The TWFU Board is comprised of five Directory î ^ DonnaEdwards
also saved as a Director from December 8, 2006 to August 6, 2007, when she took a leave of
absence from that position. See Exhibit 1. That leave of absence remains in effcet today.

4. Mt, Edwards participated in TWFU Board meetings on 0600001618,2006 and
Febniaty 1 and Match 22. 2007, aiid she j>artidp»ted ma meetmg of TWFU pera^
iiufividualsonFebniary20,2(X)7. Ms. Edward has iirtpartichiatedmsubseo^ent TWFU Boa^
or oiner TWFU meetings.

5. In late April, I leajmd that Ms. Edwards intended to become a ca^
Fehraaiy 12, 2008 Democratic Party primaiy in the Fourth Congretsional District of Maryland
n^CIM^ opposing incumbent Rep. Albert Wyrm. Shortly aftemard I had a telephone
conversation with Ma. Edwards during vvhich^ agreed trial Ms. Edwards woiiMr^
ftom any TWFU Board diiaiigiotut and other TWFU duratuiom and activities that pertained in
any manner to Rep. Wynn or MDCD-4. Ms. Edwards and I inutuaUyacknc)wledged that mis
leeusal was the most prudent approach in order to rveveirtTwTU from undertaking any
activities that could be deemed to be coonhnatedwhhMs.Edwardsorbercaznpaignccirmihtee
under the applicable Federal Election Comniissioacoonlinan'on regulations.

6. On May 11 met wim Ma. Edwards, her campaign managCT and TWFU's Executive
Director. During this meeting we discussed what fimdraf ling and other political services
providers Ms. Edwards night consider retaurimj far her campaign. I unfamiliar with the
political services industiy from my more nan 20 yean of cxpenence in political and campaign
positions for labor, political and polra'calconsulu^orgamrations. We did not discuss any other
plant, strategies, activities or needs of Ms. Edwards'campaign, nor did we discuss TWFU.
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7. The next TWFU B^aidineeting occurred on May 21. Ms. Edwards did not participate
in this meeting. AtthitmeetiiigliitfamedlheBoaida^
that she had leeued herself from any TWFU discussions concerning Rep. Wyim or MDCD-4.
This is reflected in the minutes of that meeting tnat were subsequently prepared by TWFU's
then-Executive Director "Sieve Rosenthal iioted that Doraia Edwards U running ta the MD04
Democratic primary against Rep. Al Wynn and wriile remaining on the TWfU Board, she has
agreed to reo« herself from aUduwusarariertaining to Rep. W)^ These minutes do not
otherwise rexv to dtber Ms. Edwards, Mr. Wynn or MDCI)-04. Although the minutes ire
unofficial because, it appean, they were not presented at any subsequent T>I^UBoizd meeting
for approval, they do accurately reflect die May 21 TWFU Board meeting.

8. On July 271 met briefly with Ms. Edwards in order to suggest that, in light of ibe
l

to the appearance of ccxudination, she take a leave of absence from the TWFU Board. She agreed
rsi to do so, and se«irie the attached letter to that effect on August 6.
rsi
^ 9. Since July 27. Mi. Edwards has had no movement whatsoever in TWFU. IbeKeve
5 the same is true for the preceding period smcetne March 22 TWFU Board meeting. And, from
o my May Irneetuig with Ms. Edwards to the February 12,2(MSMDCIM
O) not have any convenation or other communication mm Ms. Edwards or any j
^ Ms. Edwards*s campaign concerning her campaign, Mr. Wynn or MDCD^. Nor since I learned

of Ms. Edwards* candidacy m late April did I ever either receive any request or suggestion from
Ms. Edwards or any representative of her campaign concerning any TWFU public
communication or other TWFU activity of any kindpertaim^toherwumpaign.Rep.Wynnor
MD CD-4; make any suggestion concerning such TWFU cond\ict to Ms. Edwards or any
representative of her campaign; receive any assent from Ms. Edwards or any representative of

ig may mrfi TBJFT1 anndiiet; inform M« VA<u**Am etr Tier eMipaigH iif «tiy

such TWFU conduct; or receive any non-public rnibrrnation from Ms. Edwards or any
icpiesentative of her campaign about any aspect of her campaign (other than, on May 1, the
campaign's need to hire political services inoviden,ifn^irifi9nnationmi^wunotthen
public). Likewise, since I teamed of Ms. Edwards1 candidacy no other person who was either
employed or retained by or otherwise acting on behalf of TWFU bad any such contacts with Mi
Edwards or any representative of her campaign as tar as TWFU records reflect or TWFU staff or
I can recall or are aware.

10. At no time did TWFU ever *"*fc* a monetary contribution to the Edwards campaign
or provide any goods, services or any other thing of value to the E6Nvar& campaign,

11. TWFU has never requested or recdved any avnrds,doriations, funds or any other
thing of value from the Area Foundation,

I declare urtderr^nsJty of perjury mat the tbregomg is tnie arid Executed)
Match 21,2008.

Steven Rosenthal
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Angwt6,2007

Tbqr Wok For Ui
ttt 16* Street. NW
Suite 630
Wuhfegton, DC 20006

I'm writing to tot you know tonally that I win be tilting a letwofitoenoeftomthe

Jj-iĵ l jimea mee^y m 1fc« aaai|̂ ||

iml Declaration, Exhibit 1

TOTIflL P.13


